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Love Story Declared

Pure Invention and Itself No
Portrait of Its Painter’s Sweetheart

HE romance of *AMona I.tsa.”
! which har Insplred poets and

story writers for thres coen-

tnrles, appears to hava been com-
pletelr exploded by a
nofssaur and art critio

According 1o this eazpar! tha fa-
mous pleture does no* represeat a
women crlled “Mena Tlsa': {t
not represant the gwasthanrt of tha
peinter Da Vinel or =oy woman of
his ege, but 1t 48 an {dealized nple-
turs of Faint Anne, ‘he mother of
the Blessed Virgln Mery,

it Da Vinci evar palnted & pleture
of & wroman ceilad “Mona T.4=a," the
expert argues that !t !s the work n!

French con-

dors

the artist entltled “Portralt of an
Unknowan Womean," now In the 1¢
fiz! Gallery at Florecce,

The connnlisesuy who has mnde

thasa discoveriss ia Andre Charles
Coppler, who writes in "Las Arts"
one of the leading Earopean publica-
tlons devated to the flna nrts.
Eversbody knows, of course, the
old romance that hes grown around
Da Vinel's pletura. It 18 enld that
ft was a portralt of the “Mona Tina"
or “Lady Lisg,'"” whose malden name
Gherardin! and who was the
w!fe of a gentlaman named Fran-
vesen del Glocondo, at the time the
tire »ainted.

wes

was he romance

tells us that the palnter adored his
interesting mandal, that he spent four

terialpers In order to ex.
enigmatical smijile that
ar pleture go fascinating.
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Glorgio Vasard, th
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fer nnd

of the skin, could not be rendered
‘n A more nateral manoer, The
with {ta pink and delicate
nos=trils, Is indeed that of a lving
varson.  The mouth, its opening, it=
extremiiies joined by the vearmilion
of tha los to the carnailon of the
cheelis—that {3 no mere coloring, it
is flesh indeed. In the
the attentive observer
can  surmise the heatlng of the
pulsa; in short wa must admit that
the face {8 of a skill to make ona
trembla and to ecanga tho cleverest
artist {n the world to shrink from
attempting to reproduce {t.
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“The gifted l.eonarde to arrive at
such parfection emploved thls means
nmong othera. While tha beautiful
AMona Iisa was poslug, he had al
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RS Picture of St. Anne by l.conardo in the
- Louvre, Showing the Same Face as
the So-called “Mona Lisa.”
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of Representing the Most Saintiy or Divine Person
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mutie record con-
pleture {8 by Leonardo

Copvright,

1014, by

cmeelf, who states that it was exe-
vited by the commands of Glullano
6 Mediel, without saving whom it
represents

Gintano de Mediel was exiled froma
| ace In 1484 and returned in
. which is the earlest date when
conld have tanken Leonardo into
sepviee,  Leonardo remained in
etuly a few months after
Hie, us Don Ginllano toeok bibn

to Homwe aud thencee to other

Flarenes

rao went 1o
the “Mona

Pranee in 1518,
v Lisa" with him,
died there. Vasari was born in
and never want to France, so
he ecould never have seen the
picture except at the age of four,
h would hardly enable him to
his enthusinstic description

abzence of evebrows In the
pieture is niost significant, It was
the custom of the ladies of rank in

leonardo's time, to re

elr eyebrows completely with
pala and trenble, beonura 1t
Hlisyad that thiz fashilon added

to thelr charm of expression and i1a-
ereasod  their resemblanee to the
Etatues of classic antiquity. The

n

the Htar Company.

Picture of
“The Virgin
and Child”

Florentine Painters in Leonardo’s Day
s Without Eyebrows,

pioture (hen represents a lady of
runk. Now, the wife of Franeeseo
del Giocondo was not of hizh rank,
and she was a Neapolitan and wonld
probably not have followed the Flor-
entine custom of removing the eyve-
Doy,

Now, it is noticeahle thet Leonardo
and the other Mlorentine artists of
iz time in their religious pictures
ilways puint the very salntly or
divino personages without eyebrows,
while those of lesser imporiance nre
gshown with the plebeian eyebrows.
We gee this very well in Mainardl's
benutiful picture of “The Virgin and
Chiid,” now in the Louvre, in which
the Virgin and Hoiy Child are scru-
pulously devold of eyebrows, whila
some of the attendant children pos-
dess them., Those artists nalvely im-
wgined that persons of greal fmpor-
tanes fn heaven should be made to
fook like the most noble and fash-
aolo ladies of the day.
he “Mang Lisa" then must be &
of high rank or a very great
sgint, There I8 no record of any
other nortrait painted by him at this
time, since we have seen that the
atatement of Vasari cannot be re-
garded as an authentic record.

Gsreat Brlialn Rights Ressrved.

ff the Romance About “Mona Lisa’” Had Any Basis in Fact
It Must Have Referred to This Unnamed Portrait of a
Woman with Eyebrows, Now at Florence.

M. Coppler turned to Leonardo's
rellglous pulntings and made a most
interesting discovery. Ye found that
the face of the “Mona lisa" bears a
close resemblanee to the face (n Leo.
nardo’'s pleture of Salnt Anne, also
in the Louvre. There {8 the saman
enigmatical smile, not 82 masterfully
treated as that {n the “Mona Lisn,”
the rama ahsence of eyebrows, tha
same peculiar ecast of features. M.
Copplor found the same type of face
in many other religlous palntings by
Leonardo, and he found {t in men na
well a4 in women gainte,

In AL Coppler's opinlon, then, the
so-called “Mona Lisa" s a picture of
St. Anne, and should ba labelled as
such. It {s not the portrait of anv
person. It may have had a model
originally, but in this form 1t is the
ideulized gaintly typs of face which
the artlst has glven {n many rell-
gious pletures, notably in his ad-
mirenle “"Mudonna of the Rocks.”

There remains one more polnt
which wlll completsly diszipate tha
romance of the “Mona sat Idd
Vasari have any authentle plerure by

Leonardo in mind when he spoke of
a woman with “eyebrows" ond “hu-
mld eyes®' It appears highly prob-
able that he had in mind the small
pleture of an “Un%aown Woman'
now in the Uzl Gallery 1n Florenes,
Visnrl must have seen this pletnre.

He certainly represents o woman
with eyebrows and with what may
be ealli<l “humid exes' It is Enown
that this wae a pleture of Leonardo's
youth, and that it was not palnted
at the time when In the fullness of
iz powers and In the serviea of
Giullano de Madlei §s sald to have
painted the “Mona Lisa.” The plcture
I8 a comparptively uninspired one as
compared with the socalled "“Mona
Lisa." Tho wife of Frances:n del
Glocendo 13 not helleved to have heen
in  Florenee in Leonardn’s youth.
There §s no ground for assoclating
any romance with this plcture. In
any case, {t wonld be necessary to
fovent an entlrely new one,

M. Coppler gupports his argument

with & wealth o! references, with
carefully wveritled dates and with
extracts from authentic records.

ml-J'sing a Picture Puzzle to Keep
Out Feeble-Minded Aliens

PICTURE puzzle 13 belng used

A successfully by the immigra-

tion authorities as n test for
flefective allens at Elils Island.

It i3 kpown a8 the Ilealy pleture
puzzle. The complete pleture shows
t lorde and colt, Seven pieces are
removed from thls and the allen s
required to put them iInto posiflon.
‘I'he puzzle Is very slmple, as the ob-
Ject to be nitalned requires,

It seems to be established that a
normnl allen will do the puzzle with-
in two minutes,

At a time when Congress 1= talking
about Imposing a lterary test on Im-
migrants, this puzzle 1s worth eonsld-
ering, A test requiring allens to read
and write may exelude many persons
of greal natural intelligence. Every-
body wishes to exclude idiots from
this country. The plcture pnzzle, it ls
clnjmed, will shut out the feeble-
itinded, but let 1o the intelllgent but
unlettered alion.

Dr. M, K. Gwyn, of
Btutes Public Health

the United
Service, de-

) \
seribies in the AMediesl Record how he

uses the puzzle:

“The pieture with the cut out parts
Iving by its side are shown to the
allen, and he I 1old that this Is a

vleture which ean be completed by

filling in the vacant spaces with the
pieces Iving by the slde of the ple-
tare, He is also told that (he pleces
will all go In enslly when placed in
the right position—thnr 1t 14 not nee-
essuary to use foree. The parts nre
g0 cul a8 to glve a ciue to the correct
mosition by shape and coler and ref-
erence to animails in the pleture, If
successful the tlme is recerded in
minutes and seconds. A failure is
recorded as ‘T followed by the Lime
within ten minutes during which the
nlien works at the test before de-
ciding that he enunot do it,
“Normal allens over sixlcen years

of age will usually =olve the picture
within two minutes; defectives, on the
other hand, require more than five
minutes, if they are successful ar all,
The main portion of the picture gives
compnratively little trouble except to
the jdiot and {mbeelle, who here fail
utterly. The fitting of the two com-
ponent triangles into the large trl-
angle taked ordinarlly twiee as much
time ag the rest of the picture. It is
here that the defective ehows up so
glaringly with his absurd mistakes.
The fact that the two right triangles
are the component parts of the
Isoseeles trlangle {8 not noticed at all
unt!ll by n process of ellmination by
firting the rest they are the only two
pleces left on the board, At this
point I hiave frequently seen the allen
it up the bonrd and loolk under-
neath to see if there were soma parts
missing,  Almost invariably thls is
left to the last, aithough durlng the
fittlng of the rest of the picture be
miny pick up one of the triangles only
to drop it immedintely in favor of
some other part of the picture.

“Although no slugle test 1s sufficlent
for n diagnosis. as n general thing it
will be found that Lmmigrants who
tike more than three minutes to cor-
rectly  solve this puzzlg should ba
gone into furtlier befora decidlng that
they are normal. It has been found
in practice that an alien who solves
the picture puzzle in two minutes or
less will usually solve the Healy frama
and Iernald fest i(two other (ests
used for allens) equanlly as well, but
I hnve not been able so far to deter
mine the lower age limit at which
success 1s attalnable for (he pleture
puzzle, a8 most of my cases have
been over sixieen years of age. Buy
the few Instances in which I had an
opportunity of testing the picture
puzzle in nine, ten and twelve-year
olds they hnve failed to solve the
triangle nithough sueccessful with the
rest of the pleture.”
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